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notes 
Ch. 1  Understanding our environment 

 

Environmental Science 

 

 

 

Biosphere includes: 

 

Biosphere/ Ecosphere: 

 

Lithosphere: 

 

Hydrosphere 

 

atmosphere 

 

Gases in the Atmosphere  
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Spaceship Earth  

 

Goal of environmental science 

 

 

2 types of interactions: 

1. 

2. 

 

Fields of Study that pertain to env. science 

Biology Zoology 
 

 Botany 
 

 Microbiology 
 

 Zoology 
 

   

Earth Science Geology 
 

 Paleontology 
 

 Climatology 
 

 Hydrology  

   

Physics Engineering  

   

   

Chemistry Biochemistry  

 Geochemistry  

   

Social Sciences Geography  

 Anthropology  

 Sociology  
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Environment Through Time 

 

 

Urban Sprawl 

 

 

  
Hunter-
Gatherers  

The Agricultural 
Revolution  

The Industrial 
Revolution  

Characteristics  Get food by: 
 

Grow food 
  

  

Effects on 
Environment  

    

** 
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Main Environmental Problems 

1. Resource Depletion 

 

Renewable resources 

 

 

nonrenewable resources 

 

 

 

2. Pollution 

 

 

 Produced by: 

 

 

 2 main types of pollutants: 

Biodegradable  

 

 

Nonbiodegradable 
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3. Loss of Biodiversity 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Tragedy of the Commons”  

 

 

 

 

 

The Law of Supply and Demand  

 

 

 

Cost and Benefits 

 

 

 

Risk Assessment  
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Population Consumption  

 

 

 

Consumption  Trends  

 

 

Ecological Footprint  

 

 

 

 

 

Sustainability  

 

 

 

 


